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//    '    '  Boston  Police  Department  l^^^^^^ll^^ml^f^^^ 

-     ^  Research  and  Analysis  Unit    j  ''^'^'^'^M./r^^WWf^ 

/       '  Law  Enforcement  Officers  Assaulted  in  the /Line  af^P'-^ty 


The  pages  which  follow  outline  the  frequenor/  with  which  Bostoiij 
Police  Officers  ar^  assaulted  in  the  line  Vif  i1i]tT  the  type? 
assaults  to  which  they  are  subject,  the  i  i  mini  1 1  'I'l  i  hm  i  th' 
assault  and  frequency  of  assault  by  Corcmand  Area,  This 
based  on  incident  report  data  froBi  1980  through  1989  and  injury 
report  data  (entitled  LSOKA)  from  1989,  provides  an  overview  of 
criminal  ass:^u]tive  behavior  on  police  officers.  This  report  also 
provides  a  summary  of  the  number  of  Boston  Police  Officers  who  have 
been  killed  in  the  line  of  duty  as  a  result  of  assaults  or  tragic 
accidents , 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  encloced  measures  of  assault 
on  police  officers  are  low  estimates  at  best:  in  many  cases  officers 
do  not  file  assault  reports  unless  an  injury  has  occured  to  the 
officer.  Yet  while  the  assault  figures  provided  are  low  estimates, 
they  nonetVjeless  provide  a  useful  barometer  as  to  the  types  of 
^ssaultf;  which  are  occuring  and  in  what  circumstances, 

Eased  upon  t}^e  t^-;_  y.tr-ar  rsvie^-:,  assaults  on  Boston  Police 
Officers  have  increased  forty-nine  percent  (+49%)  with  more  than  one 
thousand  (1,079)  assaults  reported  in  this  ten  year  period.  Firearm 
assaults  more  than  do'.sbled  (  +  110%)  with  on^  hundred  and  five  such 
assaults  reported  over  the  ten  year  period ,  Two  of  these  firearm 
assaults  resulted  in  the  senseless  deaths  of  two  veteran  Boston 
Police  Officers;  Detective  Foy  J.  Sergei  and  Detective  Sherman 
Griffiths.  Detective  Thomas  J.  Gill  and  Officer  Louis  H.  Metaxas 
also  died  in  the  line  of  duty  as  a  result  of  tragic  accidents.  The 
loss  of  these  four  officers  in  the  years  1987,  1988  and  1989  marked 
the  first  such  line  of  duty  deaths  for  the  Boston  Police  Departnjfvnt 
since  1976. 

In  1989  assaults  on  polic-  ■••>f f i cers  increased  eight  perc^-^T. 
;-f8%)  W'th  a  dramatic  increase  in  fii'earm  assaults  contributing  to 
this  overall  1989  increase.  In  1989  f -;  r^a--m  assaults  on  p*--i  ice 
officers  increased  thirty-one  pei^cent  f  +  S 1  % ) .  Sixty-seven  percent 
( Pi7%)  of  the  citywide  firearm  assaults  in  1989  occured  in  Command 
Area  B, 


Forty-three  percent  (43%)  of  calls  in  which  an  officer  was 
assaulted  in  1989  occured  while  the  officer  was  attempting  an 
arrest.  Disturbance  calls  were  the  second  most  frequent  call  type 
to  result  in  an  assault  on  an  officer.  Disturbance  calls 
precipitate:^  by  domestic  violence  incidents  are  the  most  common  of 
disturbance  calls.  Twelve  percent  (12%)  of  assaults  occured  while 
officers  were  responding  to  a  disturbance  call. 

Sixty- two  percent  (62%)  of  officers  assaulted  and  injured  in 
1989  were  -assigned  to  two  person  vehicles,  while  nineteen  perse.  ". 
(19%)  were  assigned  to  one  person  vehicles.  Fifteen  percent  (15"%) 
were  performin.g  other  duties  such  as  paid  details  while  the 
remaining  five  percent  (5%)  were  assigned  to  investigative  or 
special  assignments. 


ASSAITLTS  C)N  KgTON  K)LICE  OFFICERS 


1980  TO  1989 


Attached  please  fiijd  an  analysis  of  Bjston  Police  CJfficers  assaulted 
for  the  year,?  ISSO  thrc^igli  1989,  Assaults  on  p?.lice  officers  by  all 
weapr^n  ty]>r'S,  iiici'eased  forty-nine  pei'cent  (-i-49%)  fror^)  1980  t^i;  1P89. 
Total  assauir-s  ir^  this  ten  year  pericxi  rajiged  fi\->m  a  low  of  sixty-eight 
(68^  in  1982  to  one  hiaidi'ed  aiid  fifty-five  (155)  in  1989.  Of  the  mre 
than  one  thousaiid  (ij"9)  assaults  on  Bost:;n  Poli-.e  Officers  in  the  last 
decade  nijjieteen  pejvcsnt  (19%,  203),  were  in  the  categoiy  of  hands,  fists 
ar'd  feet.  Moi-e  thai'i  one  himdi'ed  (105,  10%)  were  coninntted  wit.h  fire^rirss 
arid  ajiother  one  himdred  a^nd  one  (101,  9%)  wei>e  coranittes.i  with  knives. 
Trie  reniaii:.dei"  of  assaults,  nLjn)tiering  G65,  involved  otljer  types  c^f  weapjas 
includLng  blujit  instt\ii^)ents ,  autoj^^biles,  bottles,  etc  .  Tlje  it:a.iority  of 
assaults,  sixty-two  percent  (625i>),  ii^volved  "other"^  weapons. 


1980  VERSUS  1989 


In  the  ten  year  psricd  fro-tn  1980  to  1989  assaults  on  Bostoii  Police 
Officers  incr-eased  foi'ty-nine  percent  (+49%)  overall.  Trie  lai^est 
increase  in  assaults  by  weapori  type  in  this  tin>e  ]:ei"i-:>d  wei-e  reported  in 
the  cate^goiY  of  gims,  Fixifa  1980  to  1989  assaults  on  &:>st':)n  Police 
C)fficers  wit>i  g\ms  rose  one  hundi'ed  and  ten  percent  (11C;%),  At  the  sanje 
tijiie  assaults  witli  fciives  i^^se  thirty-six  peiv^ent  (+38%).  T>ie  only  known 
weapon  type  tc;  enow  a  dect-ease  in  the  last  decade  was  hands ,  fists ,  and 
feet  whic};;  i-eported  a  seventy-nine  per^?ent  decj:*ease  (-'^9%'  in  frequency, 
Tne  cat,ei^-02y  of  "other"  woapin  trpe  sh-"wed  a  ninety -t.h3-*ee  percent 
incrcase  (+95%)  In  incidence  in  the  last  ten  years. 


1988  VEP?US  1989 


Wiien  coRjpariJig  1988  to  1989  an  ovei'all  increase  of  eigijt  pei"cent 
(+8%.)  was  i'eported  for  assaults  of  all  weapon  types.-  As  with  the  1980  to 
1989  conspari&r^  i ,  the  lai"gest  iiiCi'ease  itj  assaults  on  Bostc>n  Police 
Officer^^  by  we^p-^n  tjnse  was  with  gi.ms .  From  1988  to  1989  ^-.m  assaults 
iijcreased  thirty-one  pei'cent  (+81%) ,  The  ojily  weaixvi  category  to  show  a 
det?i*ease  w^as  Jinive;?  t.1iich  wei-e  involved  h'i  seventeen  pei^?ent  fewer 
(-17%)  assaults  on  police  officers.  In  the  categoiy  of  otlier  weapon 
type,  a  nine  percent  inci'ease  (+9%)  in  as-=^aults  was  rcported  from  1988  to 
1.989 , 


Area  A  I'eported  a  thirty-five  percent  de':M>?ase  (-35%)  iii  assaults  on 
policje  officers  fi-on-j  198C!  to  1989,  Overall  thei^?  weiv?  twenty  (20) 
assaults  on  Etoston  Foli^?e  Officers  in  1980  ai-id.  thirt/?en  (13)  iii  1989, 
W}"jen  Cf.-)D)pariiig  1988  to  1989,  assaults  on  police  officers  irj  are.?  A 
de<ji:^ased  fifty-four  peiti^r'nt  (-54%),  Area  A  r*epf:>rt-ed  a  decade  hieh  of 
tuenty-eiglit  (28)  assaults  in  1988.  I>u.ri.ng  the  ten  year  peilod  of 
analysis,  officers  In  A^'ea  A  repol'te^.i  fou.rtew?n  percent  of  cityvide 
repvorted  assaults , 


The  Cc^snaiid  Area  witJj  the  hiffiiest  nL3Kljer  of  assaults  thr-ougiiout  the 
decade,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1983  aijd  1935,  is  Arca  E,  Dj.rLng 
1989  Arca  E  i>epji-t-ed  a  decade  hig}'i  of  seventy  assaults  on  police 
officers,  a  fig.jre  which,  rcprcserjts  the  hig}iest  nuniber  of  assat.ilts 
repc-rted  m  aiiy  Coninici?id  Arca  during  t^ie  ]3ast  de^cade.  Of  the  seventy 
assaults,  twenty  pej-cent  ^20%)  i?ivo]ved  fircai'7?>s,  Fircai'm  assaults 
inci^eased  387%  f rc^)  1930  to  1989  in  G:?nmaiid  Area  E,  Sixty-seven  percent 
(67%;  of  cityuide  fii'eav-m  assaults  on  officei's  occurrcd  in  Area  B  in 
1989,  Hiere  werc  only  thirty- thr'ee  (33)  assaults  rcporte^d  in  Area  B  in 
1980,  Thus,  the  1939  figiure  I'eprcsents  aii  alaming  one  hu.ndi'ed  -ar^d 
twelve  percent  incrc^s*  (+112''ii)  in  ass^iults  on  Boston  Police  C)fficers,  Ln 
Area  B  over  the  last  ten  yeai-s.  From  1988  to  1989,  a  nine  percrent 
increase  (+9%;  in  assaults  was  i'ep:^rted,  Sixty-four  (64)  assaults 
occurrcd  iii  1988  WTiiie  seventy  ( 70 )  occuri'ed  in  1989,  There  were  a  total 
of  f^Dur  hundi'ed  aijd  seven  (4C)7)  assaults  on  Bostc^n  Police  Officers  iii 
Area  B  froD  198(5  to  1989. 


Arca  C  rcported  an  overall  Lnci'ease  of  thirty- six  percent  r+36%)  i_n 
assaults  on  Bc^5ton  Poli.-?e  Officer?,  fiv^:.  1930  to  1989,  Hie  deoade  high  of 
thii'ty  (30)  ass-?iults  was  rcp:.rTed  in  1989  as  conspai'ed  to  twenty- tw.i;  (22) 
in  1980.  A  o:m^rison  of  1988  to  1989  indicated  a  fifty-eigiit  percent 
incrcase  (+58"^;)  m  ass^aults  on  polit^e  officers,  rising  frcm  ninetoen  (19) 
in  1988  to  the  }iig}i  of  thirty  (3C!)  m  1989,  Al^ea  C  rcix-)rt^i  fourteen 
perc:ent  (14%)  of  citwide  fircai-n  ass-3ults  on  officei's  during  1989.  Area 
C,  i.uilike  Area  B,  reported  a  n^ai'gi^jal  in^-'re^se  f-*!  incident)  in  flre'-^-r^; 
assaults  frc^iJi  198Ci  to  1989  ajid  fron)  1988  t<o  1989.  Over  the  past  deoade, 
Ai^ea  C  has  rctoi-ted  seventeen  i>f-n:^nt  (17%)  of  citywide  assaults  on 
officers. 


Are.3    I>    sliowed    tlie    se^z^ond    }:iig}iee.t    iiici-ease  assaults  on  Boston 

Polif?e  C)ffi-?ers  in  the  last  t-en  years,  Fourt^n  (14)  assaults  were 
report-ed  in  19S(i  and  twenty-eigljt  (28)  in  1989.  Ti^is  iNepi'esents  a  one 
himd^.i  per^i^ent  inc^^e^se  (+100^^.)  in  ass-au.lts  over  the  past  der-a.de.  Aj-; 
iijcrease  of  sLxty-five  pei'cent  (-1-65%)  was  i-eporte^.i  from  1988  to  1989, 
Hiei'e  wei'e  seventeen  (17)  assaults  on  E^-"'stor.  Police  Officers  in  1988  ajid 
twenty-eigljt  (28)  in  1989,  hi^a  I)  ivf-poi'ted  nLneteen  ijercent  (19^S)  of 
citywide  assaults  on  officers  duritjg:  the  1980 's. 


Ai'ea  E,  VeLng  the  only  otlier  a.i'ea  besides  Area  A  to  have  reported  a 
de^oi'ease  in  assaults,  I'epr^rt-ed  aji  overall  dect'e-ase  of  seven  percent  (-7%, 
-1  assaidt)  in  assaulte.  on  Boston  Police  Officers.  There  were  a  tota.l  of 
fifteen  (15)  as.sault,s  Ln  198C!  as  oo^)I3al^?d  to  fcM-irt^een  (14)  in  1989.  In 
1988  there  wei-e  also  a  total  of  fift/?en  (15)  assaults?  on  R^ston  Police 
Officers  j^port,ed  in  Ai^ea  E  coinpai-ed  tC'  1989 's  foiirteen  (14)  assaults. 
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BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
POLICE  OFFICERS  ASSAULTED 
BY  YEAR  AND  DISTRICT 
1980  THROUGH  1969 


'RICT 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

TCTAL 

1 

17 

15 

7 

5 

5 

9 

6 

17 

18 

6 

105 

7 

3 

2 

6 

1 

1 

0 

4 

7 

8 

4 

36 

0 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

A 

20 

20 

13 

8 

8 

9 

11 

24 

13 

154 

2 

23 

21 

16 

16 

29 

22 

33 

44 

39 

56 

299 

3 

10 

9 

6 

0 

8 

6 

12 

18 

25 

14 

108 

B 

33 

30 

22 

16 

37 

28 

45 

62 

64 

70 

407 

6 

3 

4 

3 

-  .  5 

2 

1 

5 

7 

4 

6 

40 

11 

19 

19 

5 

15 

7 

9 

19 

15 

24 

143 

C 

22 

23 

8 

20 

9 

10 

24 

■  18 

19 

30 

183 

4 

10 

12 

16 

4 

21 

'  0 

18 

•  s 

22 

148 

14 

4 

5 

3 

2 

8 

12 

4 

7 

2 

r 

0 

53 

D 

14 

17 

19 

6 

29 

3  \ 

22 

18 

17 

28 

201 

h 
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3 

4 

11 

i 

L 
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6 

65 

13 

8 

3 

2 

10 

4 

L 

11 

8 

8 

69 

c 

5 

21 

c 

J 

f 

1£ 

28 

15 

'  t 

."3 

134 

TCTAl 

104 

96 

68 

71 

88 

84 

120 

150 

143 

* 

1C79 

BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
POLICE  OFFICERS  ASSAULTED 
BY  WEAPON  TYPE  AND  YEAR 
1980  THROUGH  1989 

GUN 

KNIFE 

HANDS.FISTS 
|-bbl,ETC. 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

1980 

10 

11 

24 

59 

104 

1981 

10 

6 

23 

57 

96 

1982 

5 

6 

14 

43 

68 

1983 

7 

4 

21 

39 

71 

1984 

6 

12 

36 

34 

88 

1985 

7 

3 

43 

31 

84 

1986 

6 

14 

25 

75 

120 

1987 

17 

12 

13 

108 

150 

1988 

16 

18 

4 

105 

143 

1989 

21 

15 

5 

114 

155 
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L.E.O.K.A. 


UEPPON 


Of  the  ar:B  hundred  and  5i>;ty-5i>;  (166)  assaults  of  Boston  Police 
Officers  recrorted  through  LECS^A  in  1989,  ninety-CDne  percent  (917.)  were  in 
the  category  of  hia-nds.  fists.  and  feet.  Three  percent  (37.)  of  the 
assaults  were  committed  with  a  knife,  and  six  percerit  (67.)  of  the 
assaults  Kere  in  the  catecory  of  other  dangerous  i^teacoris  in  1989.  A 
misleading  statistic  is  the  number  of  assaults  with  firearms.  According 
to  L.EO'-'A  (Laiv  Enf orceiTe>r;t  Officers  Killed  or  Assaulted)  repio^-ts,  or^ly  one 
assault  with  a  iir^arn'  cin  a  ccaice  officer  occurred  in  1999  while  tre 
computer  system  fnas  on  record  ti.'«>nty-one  (21)  assaults  or  assault  and 
batter"  ie-s.  wit?"  a  firearrri  oti  pcii^ce  o'fi  icers-  in  1^89. 


CIRCUMSTANCE 


"^hiS  circumstance  th^.t  resulted  in  the  oreates-t  numter  of  assaLilts  on 
Boston  Police  Officers  in  1989  ozcurrs^  wh^n  attem.ptinq  arrests.  This 
type-  of  circumstatnce  accounted  for  forty-three  Ciercent  (43X)  of  the 
assaults.  The-  ne>:t  most  freqijent  circuimstance  that  lG=d  to  an  assault  on 
a  police  oiiic^r  involved  di sturDa:-:CE-  cslls  \  which  moirt  often  induce 
doTC^-stic  disturbances  )  which  resulted  in  tt^ielve  percent  (12'''.)  of 
assaults  in  1939'.  E^ven  percer.t  (7'<)  of  ti^  assaults  c^CLi'-r^  while 
maS-iing  traffic  p-i:"SL:its  and  stops.  Responding  to  robberies  or  burqleric- 
in  progress,  or  p^srsuinq  of  such  SLiScects  accounted  for  eight  percent 
(ST.)  o-^'  =.i:.s=5.^;l  tv  in  i^'99.  Handling  or  transporting  p-'iscre'-s  in  custody 
accounted  for  five  pe-rcer;t  (w*v)  of  the  assaults  and  the  reTiaininq 
twentv-^f'i ve  pe^"C€?nt  i2^'\)  of  assaults  tool  place  while  the  office^-s  ^--js-re 
psrfor-ninc  v3--ict;n  othe-^"  dutic-s. 


TYPES  OF  ASSIGrvT-ENn" 


Si Mty-two  ce'-cent  (62^)  o"^  assaults  iri  1989  were  reoorted  by  officers 
assigned  tc  two  cc-scr-  vehicl^-s..  Nineteen  K?rcerit  •19';';  c.-^  of f ice--s 
assaulted  were  assigned  to  ane-officer  vehicles,  five  percent  (SX)  of 
officers  assaulted  i^re  an  detective  or  special  assignmient ,  and  fifteen 
percent  (15/1)  were  pierforminq  other  duties.  Of  the-  total  numt^r  of 
assaults  on  Bos.tcri  Police-  Office^-s  in  1989,  eiqhty-f  i  v-e  percent  (&5X)  •o'*' 
those  officers  ess-j-.ul  tsd  were  assisted  by  a  felloi-v'  officer. 


TIME  OF  DAY 


The  tme  pericxi  of  12*a.m,  to  4  a.m.  iticluded  the  most  dangerous 
hours  to  work  for  a  B^'St-on  Folicre  Officer  m  1989,  This  four  hwr  tinie. 
pei'iod  acixxuit-^rs-i  for  thii-t.y-one  pei^^ent  (cl%)  of  tJje  assaults,  while  the 
four  hour  tiJDe  spari  of  £  r..m,  to^  12  a,m,  aocomited  foi'  twenty-five 
percent  (25%-  of  tJie  as.^ault^-. ,  T}ns  eigJit  hcur  peri-xi  accoufit^d  for 
fifty-six  i>r-rcent  (56%)  of  the  assaults,  Fix^)  12  p,nj,  to  &  p.rrj., 
thirty-one  I;«ex^■:^e:nt  (dVi)  of  asstaults  on  polifi^e  officers  wei^e  i'eix;rt,e<_1 , 
Tiie  I'eiri.ainiiig  thirt>eren  percent  (lo^i)  of  ass-aults  co::n.irre(i  in  the  4  a.rri. 
to  1,2  p.n;.  ti!T)e  perii>d. 


V 


BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT  OFFICERS 

KILLED  OR  ASSAULTED 
BY  WEAPON  TYPE  AND  MONTH 
1989 

FIREARM 

KNIFE  OR 
OTHER  CUTTING 
INSTRUMENT 

OTHER 

DANGEROUS 

WEAPONS 

HANDS 
FISTS 

FEET,  ETC. 

TOTAL 

JANUARY 

0 

0 

2 

13 

15 

FEBRUARY 

0 

0 

0 

8 

8 

MARCH 

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

APRIL 

0 

0 

1 

18 

19 

MAY 

0 

1 

1 

17 

19 

JUNE 

0 

0 

0 

10 

10 

JULY 

1 

1 

0 

4 

6 

AUGUST 

0 

3 

^ 

.■^ 

13 

19 

SEPTEMBER 

0 

0 

0 

20 

20 

OCTOBER 

0 

0 

0 

15 

15 

NOVEMBER 

0 

0 

2 

15 

17 

DECEMBER 

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

TOTAL 

1 

5 

9 

151 

166 

BOSTON  POUCE  DEPARTMENT 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT  OFFICERS 

KILLED  OR  ASSAULTED 
BY  WEAPON  TYPE  AND  CIRCUMSTANCE 
1989 

FIREARM 

KNIFE  OR 
OTHER  CUTTING 
INSTRUMENT 

OTHER 

DANGEROUS 

WEAPONS 

HANDS 
nSTS 

FEET,  ETC. 

TOTAL 

DISTURBANCE  CALLS 
FAMILY  QUARRELS, 
MAN  W/  GUN,  ETC. 

0 

0 

0 

20 

20 

jBURGLARIES  IN  PROGRESS 
jOR  PURSUING  BURGLARY 
SUSPECT 

0 

0 

1 

6 

7 

ROBBERIES  IN  PROGRESS 
OR  PURSUING  ROBBERY 
SUSPECT 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

ATTEMPTING  OTHER 
ARRESTS 

1 

4 

2 

64 

71 

CIVIL  DISORDER 
I.E.,  RIOT,  MASS 
DIOBEDIENCE 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

HANDLING,  TRANSPORTING 
CUSTODY  OF  PRISONERS 

0 

IJ 

0 

8 

8 

INVESTIGATING  SUSPICIOUS 
PERSONS  OR  CmCLTvlSTANCES 

0 

1 

Ci 

5 

6 

AMBUSH-NO  WARNING 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

MENTALLY  DERANGED 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

TRAFHC  PURSUITS 
AND  STOPS 

0 

0 

1 

10 

11 

ALL  OTHER 

0 

0 

3 

25 

28 

TOTAL 

1 

5 

9 

151 

166 
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BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT  OFFICERS 
KILLED  OR  ASSAULTED 
1989 


AREA  A 


AREA  B 


AREA  C 


AREA  D 


AREA  E 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


\NUARY 

SBRUARY 

?^RCH 

PRIL 

kY 

JNE 

JLY 

JGUST 

EPTEMBER 

CTOBER 

OVEMBER 

ECEMBER 


2 
4 
2 
10 
1 
3 
0 
4 
5 
4 
7 
•0 


2 
0 
6 
4 
6 
1 
1 
7 
5 
4 
3 
2 


4 
1 
1 
3 
4 
2 
3 
1 
6 
1 
0 
2 


4 
2 
0 
2 
3 
2 
1 
7 
1 
4 
7 
1 


3 
1 
0 
0 
5 
2 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
4 


*  * 


15 
8 
9 
19 
19 
10 
6 
19 
20 
15 
17 
9 


bTAL 


42 


41 


28 


34 


18 


166 


** 


Training  and  Education. 

Special  Operations   (  Operation  Rescue  ) . 


f 


5s 


9tt  MC 


BOSTON  RXICK  OFFICERS  KILLED 


T}je  first  r-^rrord  of  a  foston  Police  Offi.cer  beitig  kille<.1  m  the  ILne 
of  duty  wae  m  1857  wher.  Officer  Ezekiel  W,  H^xisdon  wae  shot  arid  killed 
while  atte.Dpting  a.n  ari"est.  Siiice  then  sixty- four  (64)  Rjstori  Police 
Officers  have  l>?e.n  kille^i  while  perfoiT}iiig  their  duties  as  pcdice 
officers  for  the  city  of  Boston,  Four  of  the  sLxty-fou.r  line  of  duty 
deaths  cocui'i"ed  du.i'ing  tl^e  thi'ee  yeai"  p.-i'i-.xi  from  1987  to  1989. 

Four  Ejstoij  Police  Officers  have  been  killed  irj  the  liiie  of  duty  in 
the  ten  year  p?riod  frow  1980  tc^  1989,  Hiese  wej^?  the  first  line  of  d!;ty 
deaths  I'eported  since  1976,  lietoctive  Roy  J,  Sergei  w-s.s  r.jthlessly 
gi.jjined  dot-TJi  on  O:.s'nn>onwe.alth  Avenue  in  Area  D  on  Oc toiler  2.  1987.  ^^nile 
preparing  to  search  a  suspicious  pei-son  on  a  d'::!Ti>estic  violence  call,  a 
tiari-age  of  g..:infire  ca!^)e  fnjrri  inider  the  suspect's  coat,  woiuiding  C>fficer 
Sei-gei  ar;d  W'-.xmding  his  partnei',  Offi'cer  .Jori?e  L,  Torres,  Itete^rtive 
S-ergei  8U.cciurjl">&d  to  his  woiuids  on  Cx:^tober  26,  1987. 

In  1988  two  h:>,z.x<>n  Police  Officers  were  killed  h\  the  liiie  of  duty, 
bcjth  in  th.e  D>onth  of  Febi-iaiy,  Cfei  Febn.Jaiy  10,  39  year  old  Itete^ctive 
Tho^jas    J.    Gill  stnick    and  killed  l-y  a  t.r.ain  while  .search In?  f-r  ar; 

iiidividual  in  py.y£.e--^.:^ion  of  stolen  property.  Eight  days  later  Detective 
Sheiiiian  C.  Griffit>is,  a  meiijlier  of  tlie  Driig  Cbnti^jl  Unit,  was  fatally  sh'>t 
thmiigh  an  apai:'ti)>eiit  do^jr  whilt-  he  was  exeo.it iiig  a  nvi^^-knod?  di-ug  search 
w.^srraiit , 

Ausij:--    ?7,    1989    ran^^-d    the  death  of  Officer  Louis  K,  Metaxas  of  the 
Team  Police  Unit,    Met.-^xas  was  the    fourth    Boston    Police    Officer  to 
killed    in    t}:!e    last    th-e*:^    yvsars    of  the  1980 's,    Officrer  Metaxas,  i^hile 
invest igatijig  a  report,  of  a  prowler  c^i  a  ro^:>fto]:^,    was    charged    by    a    d  jg 
and  fr-.i  1  froii:  the  ro-ftop. 


